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Local No: 30.1

Year Constructed: 1849

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival

Use(s): Church; Church Hall

Significance:
Architecture; Community Planning; Religion; Social
History

Area(s): ABI.B: Washington Street Area

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Aluminum; Wood; Wood Clapboard
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 3 0 . 1 & 3 0 . 1(b) 

SKETCH MAP 

Recorded by ^~ QJL~M&± - f e , 
Organization Abington H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Data F E B 2 « » 8 ; 

Area Form no. 

13 op 1 fly * X 
4*7 

Town ABINGTON 

Address ca.UOO Washington Street 

H i s t o r i c Name Congregational Church 

Use: Original Church 

Present Church 

Ownership : • Private i n d i v i d u a l 
Private organization Abington 
United Church of Christ 
Public 

Original owner Congregational Society 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1849 
Source 

Style 

Church Records 

Greek Revival 

Architect 

Exterior wall f a b r i c Clapboard 

Outbuildings 

Major alt e r a t i o n s (with dates) Parish 

Ha l l wing added on south side, opening 

from Niles Street, 1955 

Moved Date 
, 59 Acres Approx. acreage 

Setting 0 n State Highway l8 (Church H i l l ) 

i n a section s t i l l zoned as "Medium 

Density Residential" 

/ . (Staple additional sheets hf •*) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

This public bu i l d i n g s t y l e of Greek Revival has a t y p i c a l large projecting portico. 
Attached two-story f l a t p i l l a r s w i t h d e n t i l - l i k e carpenter details at the heads, suggest 
colossal Doric s t y l e . The simple clock tower and b e l f r y r i s e i n steps and are crowned 
with a r e l a t i v e l y small aluminum spire which was attached i n 1970. The o r i g i n a l t a l l 
and graceful spire had been blown o f f i n the high wind of 8 September 1869, according 
to Eleanor E. Farrar's quotation from E l i j a h Faunce's diary. Mr. Faunce, who was the 
carpenter working on the bui l d i n g , was related t o her family. The b e l f r y was Completed 
i n 1973, and the b e l l hung. 

The f r o n t door, the apertures i n the b e l f r y , and also the t a l l side windows of 
the sanctuary have rounded heads i n the Tuscan Greek s t y l e . 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro l e owners played i n local or state h i s t o r y 

and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community) 

This i s the kth e d i f i c e of the Congregational church society i n Abington—known 
since i 9 6 0 as the Abington United Church of Christ. 

The f i r s t meetinghouse and, indeed, the f i r s t i n the entire Old Township of Ab­
ington (now Abington, Rockland, and Whitman.) was erected i n 1710 on the high ground 
behind the present Route l 8 Auto Body Shop at 325 Washington street. A plaque at the 
curb there commemorates i t . (See Form -#37, 325 Washington St. i n t h i s inventory.) 

The organization of the present society was i n 1711. 
I n 1751, the f i r s t meetinghouse was razed, and the large "blue church" was erected 

i n what had been a corner of "Peter Nash's pasture" where Elm street now leads o f f from 
Washington street. This was a spot approximately i n the f r o n t yard of the present 
church buil d i n g and where blacktop paves the two present streets. That building has 
been dubbed the "blue church" because the townspeople voted, on 8 July 1751, "to colour 
the meetinghouse with a skie colour and mixe the colour with Lincett o y l . " 

The blue church was razed on 26 January 1819, according to Cyrus Nash ( D - I I : l 6 9 -
170) , and useable timbers were worked int o the framing of the t h i r d e d i f i c e . That 
t h i r d church i s now the Masonic building (see Form #30, 4 l 6 Washington St. i n t h i s 
inventory). The used pieces can be seen i n the a t t i c where old mortise cuts did not 
match the present j o i n t s . 

The t h i r d b u i l d i n g was used only 30 years and then sold when the society moved 
in t o the present ed i f i c e i n lBkS». At that time, the society voted t o c a l l i t s e l f the 
F i r s t Parish Congregational Church of Abington, the " F i r s t Parish" being retained only 
fo r sentimental reasons,, church and town government having been separated i n 1806, and 
th i s being the only church society of that r e l i g i o u s persuasion a f t e r Rockland and what 
is now Whitman had been cut o f f i n iQTk and 1875, respectively. 

I n 1869, the c e l l a r was further excavated and enlarged to become a h a l l , called 
the "vestry." This h a l l was used f o r many public a f f a i r s , including an evening's 

(See Continuation Page) 
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ABINGTON, TOWN OF, Minutes of Town Meetings, 1713-18UO. 'Transcription by Ezekiel R. 

Studley of Rockland" (former East Ward of Abington) as i f appeared i n The 
Rockland Standard (weekly) from 23 August 1884 through 13 September 1901. 
Bound galley prints i n Dyer Memorial l i b r a r y , 30 Centre avenue, Abington 

CYRUS NASH Papers. Transcription of diaries and journals of crippled u n o f f i c i a l h i s ­
t o r i a n (1780-1850; flourished 1804-18U9). I n Archives of H i s t o r i c a l Society 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

ABINGTON 3 0 . 1 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Property Name: Ca.i*00 Washington St 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 

(HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, continued) 

program by Mark Twain on 17 December 1869, according t o the l a t e Eleanor Everett 
Farrar, w r i t i n g f o r the Hundredth Anniversary of the building. 

I n 1873, "the old center p u l p i t was removed and replaced by a reading desk, 
and i n 1892, the building was wired f o r e l e c t r i c i t y . 

I n 1911, the i n t e r i o r was remodelled and a large organ was purchased from 
the West Newton church and i n s t a l l e d , a l l through the generosity of heel-manufac­
turer William Sa,O'Brien. 

The congregation voted t o j o i n the Evangelical and Reformed Church movement, 
and o f f i c i a l l y changed i t s name to the Abington United Church of Christ i n i 9 6 0 . 

(BIBLIOGRAPHY, continued) ' 

of Old Abington, Dyer Memorial Library b u i l d i n g , 30 Centre Ave. 
FARRAR, ELEANOR E., "Hundredth Anniversary of the Fourth Meetinghouse Building 

i n Abington, Massachusetts," October 19^9. MS i n Archives of H i s t o r i c a l 
Society of Old Abington, Dyer Memorial Library building, 30 Centre Ave. 

WHEATLEY, ALMA C., Editor, 2g0th Anniversary of the F i r s t Parish Congregational 
Church, Abington, Massachusetts, 1711-19^1. Pamphlet i n Archives of 
the H i s t o r i c a l Society of Old Abington, Dyer Memorial Library building, 
30 Centre avenue, Abington 
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