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Browne, Lt. Samuel House

303 Washington St

Abington
Abington Center
36.5

c 1790

Colonial

Single Family Dwelling House
Architecture; Industry

ABI.B: Washington Street Area

Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Shingle
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This typical Early Cape mow has one slender central chimney rather than
its original squatty one. The southern part of the back end has also been
extended to give it a semi-saltbox appearance.

Ventilator windows now appear under the eaves of the gable ends and a
simple portico has been added for weather protection over the front door.

Sitting high on the edge of a ledge has sllowed this house to have
one end of the cellar level above ground (which does not show in the picture).

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

Samuel6 Browne, great-grandson of the town's first minister
.(Rev. Samuel Browne), erected this house in the early 1790's, after his
father, Lt. Samuel® Browne, died in 1787. At this time, what had been the
original estate of the first min%step was divided and this half fell to
Lt. Samuel'g younger son, Samuel®. : ;

Samuel® married, in 1792, Miss Susannah Dyer, daughter of James and
Martha (Harden) Dyer, and may have erected this house at about that time.

This section of Washington Street was included in the "South" ward of
the old township in the early days and unfortunately the first tax records
that are avallable for that ward are in 1795. At that time this house was
valued at $170, Additions to this house may date from 1824-25 when the
valuation jumped from about 3260 to $550.

samuel® Browne operated a brickyard on the back end of his property,
utilizing the clay from the ancient claypits in the vicinity (see form #38,
"Behind™ 112 Nash Memorial Rd. in this inventory), Evidences of the outdoor
kilns are still to be found. -

This house remained in the Browne family until sfter the turn of
the 20th century.
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