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Historic Name: Browne, Lt. Samuel House

Common Name:

Address: 303 Washington St

 

City/Town: Abington

Village/Neighborhood: Abington Center

Local No: 36.5

Year Constructed: c 1790

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Colonial

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House

Significance: Architecture; Industry

Area(s): ABI.B: Washington Street Area

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood; Wood Shingle
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

>1 - ff£> a j . ^ Area Form no. 
I S 

n o - t o n , MA 

303 Washington St, 

c NameLt. Samuel Browne House 

i g i n a l Residence 

esent Residence 

i p : Q Private i n d i v i d u a l 
Private organization 

Public 

ABINGTON- WHITMAN TOWN l/A 

•iginal owner L t . Samuel Browne 

DESCRIPTION: 
D a t e E a r l y 1 7 9 0 ' s 

S o u r c e s e e H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Style E a r l y Cape 

Architect 

Exterior wall f a b r i c 

Outbui1dings 

shinar le 

Major alt e r a t i o n s (with dates)_ 

a d d i t i o n at back, probably 1 6 2 ^ - 2 5 

Moved Date 

Recorded by g^cu^i 
Abington H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission Organization 
Date 

Approx. acreage . ^ - 2 acre 

Setting High on a ledge ? the south 

end of t h e house being 3 - s t o r y w i t h 

a f l o o r on lower l e v e l 

(Staple additional sheets he ) 



( 
A 6 ) . ft I 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

This t y p i c a l Early Cane n©^ has one slender c e n t r a l chimney r a t h e r than 
i t s o r i g i n a l squatty one. The southern part of the back end has also been 
extended to give i t a semi-saltbox appearance. 

V e n t i l a t o r windows now appear under the eaves of the gable ends and a 
simple p o r t i c o has been added f o r weather p r o t e c t i o n over the f r o n t door. 

S i t t i n g high on the edge of a ledste has allowed t h i s house t o have 
one end of the c e l l a r l e v e l above ground (which does not show i n the o i c t u r e ) . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the r o l e owners played i n local or state history 
and how the b u i l d i n g relates t o the development of the community) 

Samuel^ "Browne, great-grandson of the town's f i r s t m i n i s t e r 
.(Rev. Samuel Browne), erected t h i s house i n the e a r l y 1 7 9 0*s, a f t e r his 
f a t h e r , L t . Samuel^ Browne, died i n 1 7 8 7 . At t h i s time,what had been the 
o r i g i n a l estate of the f i r s t m i n i s t e r was d i v i d e d and t h i s h a l f f e l l t o 
Lt . Samuel's younger son, Samuel°. I ; 

Samuel" married, i n 1 7 9 2 , Miss Susannah Dyer, daughter of James and 
Martha (Harden) Dyer, and may have erected t h i s house at about t h a t time. 

This s e c t i o n of Washington Street was included i n the 11 south" ward of 
the o l d township i n the e a r l y days and u n f o r t u n a t e l y the f i r s t tax records 
t h a t are a v a i l a b l e f o r t h a t ward are i n 1 7 9 5 . \ t t h a t time t h i s house was 
valued at $ 1 7 0 , Additions t o t h i s house may date from 1 8 2 ^ - 2 5 when the 
v a l u a t i o n jumped from about | 2 6 0 to § 5 5 0 . 

Samuel^ Browne operated a b r i c k y a r d on the back end of h i s property, 
u t i l i z i n g the clay from the ancient c l a y p i t s i n the v i c i n i t y (see form # 3 8 , 
"Behind" 112 Nash Memorial Rd. i n t h i s i n v e n t o r y ) . Evidences of the outdoor 
k i l n s are s t i l l t o be found. 

This house remained i n the Browne f a m i l y u n t i l a f t e r the t u r n of 
the 2 0 t h century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Abington L i s t s of persons compiled by S e f i s t r a r s of Voters (annual " p o l l 

BooksTT In Dyer Memorial l i b r a r y , 30 Centre Avenue, Abington 
ABINGTON, TOWN OP, Tax Assessors Old Records. I n custody of Secretary t o the 

Selectmen, Town H a l l , 33 RandolpFfstreet, Abington 
Genealogical studies by Researchist of the Abington H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

20M-2/80 



MHC INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2013 

MACRISNo. /? 6 l < i 8 l 


